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Abstract

This study aimed to look at meanings and formative features that make up the image of dress and
especially examine the relationship between religion and dress, to illuminate the meaning of religion to
people today and the characteristics of Christian expressions in contemporary fashion. Documentary
research, a survey and case studies were used throughout the study.

Dress of the past used symbols and many of the formative features of the dress had significant
Christian meanings, but contemporary fashion collections mostly borrowed faithful images from
Christianity to simply make the illusion of such an image. Contemporary Christian-themed collections
also corresponded greatly to the major trends of the time and season in particular, Religious and social
reasons contributed to the change in Christian-themed fashion today, too. The neutrality of religion
today led to religion being expressed through bold but popular and comfortable styles, and the global
characteristic of Christianity today was expressed in a collection that displayed political, Christian and
other religious symbols together. Diversity of religion was seen to make distinctions and order in the
church more lenient, and contemporary collections had symbols that rather seemed to signify wealth
and honor, than faith, The openness of religion is perhaps why spiritual images were simple rather
than elaborate, and sexiness overlapped with Christian images.

As a result of studying Christian images in contemporary fashion, the significance of Christianity was
found to have changed and Christian images expressed in contemporary fashion was found to be
more superficial and about appearances compared to symbolic dress of the past.
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<&l 1> St. Basil the Great and <2l 2> Pieta, Giovanni Bellini ZH7) <2l 3> Angel with Lute.

St. John Chrysostom16) Merlozzo da Forli %}18)
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1
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14) Z<4m] (1993), op. cit., p. 30.
15) Ibid., p. 30.

16) St. Basil the great and St. John Chrysostom (2005.4.20), A}5.Z*]: http://www.auburn.edu/academic/liberal_arts/
foreign/russian/icons/paraskeva-et-all.html

17) “I]o[EP, Giovanni BelliniZ} (2005.4.20), AF5.%*]: http://www.ti-amo.at/kunst/bellini-pieta-beweinung-christi.htm
18) “521] AP Merlozzo da Forli 2+ (2005.4.20), AF5-Z3]: http://www.presepecasarano.it/Melozzo-da-Forli.jpg
19) A" (1993), op. cit., p. 50
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