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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine French cotton in the early and mid-18th century through a
variety of cottons from 'La Collection Richelieus, The research methods are as follows: First, the historical
background of French textile industry and the development of textile technology throughout the 18th
century were carefully reviewed, Second, 264 cottons were selected from 4818 textile samples in "La
Collection Richelieu; and analyzed in accordance with the type, name, composition, characteristic, use, and
production site, The final samples of 215 consist of a variety of kinds including: toile, chinoise, siamoise,
and indienne, In terms of composition, toile, coutil, futaine, and damas were woven with cotton only
whereas cadis was a mixture of cotton and wool bazin was made with cotton and linen and popeline and
passementier were made with cotton and silk, Toile, boutanes, coutil and popeline were plain weave,
Futaine, bazin and cadis were twill, and damas was modified twill. Passementier is a braided tassel used
for decoration, Fabrics such as toile, chinoise, siamoise and indienne were used to make clothes, The main
production sites for these textiles were Rouen, Meslay, Abbeville, and Gennes located in the northern part
of France, Orléans, the middle part of France and Marseille, Antibes, Provence, Perpignan, and Toulon, the

southern part of France,

Key words: 18th century, cotton, Richelieu collection



