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Research on the characteristic of

Designer Fashion Industry and Government Support Policy

Jung, Jae Woo
Full Time Lecturer, Dept. of Fashion Design, Dongduk Women’s University

Abstract

Designer Fashion industry has played a major role in Korea's creative industries and the society. The
industry is a knowledge-based industry, which expands based on individual qualities such as creativity,
techniques, and talents, This study suggests how the government should take innovative approaches to help
the Korean designer fashion industry to flourish, Some of the suggestions are as follows, First, the most
important factor is sustainable policy implementation, Most of the existing programs for designers are for
short term only, Second, the government needs a strong centralized system that efficiently overlooks the
support programs. Currently, the existing programs of designer fashion industry are carried out by various
institutions including central and local governments as well as private organizations, Having no single entity
that manages the entire system has caused some problems including redundant investments, failure in
advertising policy, and unnecessary competitions amongst institutions. Third, policy support needs to be
differentiated for each stage. For instance, a separate intensive support policy for new designers to settle in
the market would be extremely crucial for both the designer and the industry. For the future of Korean
fashion industry, focusing on implementation of sustainable long term government support programs for
designers, instead of several short term ones, is far more important, When such long term plans start
obtaining some tangible outcomes, designer fashion industry will certainly become a major driving force of

Korean fashion industry.

Key words: designer fashion industry, government policy, fashion design
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