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Abstract

This study explores how traditional costumes of the ethnic minority residing in Yunnan, China have
undergone some dramatic changes due to several factors such as modernization and introduction of
foreign cultures, This study may be looked at from the globalization perspective which implies
westernization, development in transportation and communication technology, This study is different from
some of the existing literatures on the modernization of the traditional costume of the ethnic minority in
China, which mainly focused on the figurative beauty of their garments. The objectives of this study are
as follows: It first investigates the geographical environment and the ethnic group in the area. Secondly,
it contemplates the costume of the minority, And then, through observations and interviews, it explores
the modernization process of their costume, Based on data collected, a comprehensive analysis was
conducted on the modernization of Yunnan costumes, Colorful and diverse costumes of Yunnan minority’s
have been often commended through numerous literatures and media, However, the study conducted in
the eight regions of Yunnan in January, 2009 indicates that the costume has lost its value as a daily wear
and became ceremonial costume for the special occasions, Similar to many other Asian countries adopted
the western costumes as a part of the new culture during the period of modernization, the minority in
Yunnan, China also came to wear the western costumes as admiration of the western culture as well as
the Han(Chinese), Such change is attributable to the development of transportation and communication
technology and higher education level and economic power, Yunnan's ethnic minority’s case is interesting
because the minority has just stop wearing their traditional costume just recently. Change of traditional
culture and costume in the ethnic minority Yunnan, China along with other Asian countries could be
inevitable in the midst of globalization, However, efforts to preserve the traditional culture of each nation

and ethnic group must be maintained,

Key words: costume of minority races, folk costume, minority race, the modernization of costume,

traditional costume



