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A Study of Sustainable Fashion Design

Nam, Hoo Nam
Associate Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Keukdong College

Abstract

Sustainable fashion design is a relatively new concept that combines the concept of social responsibility
with eco-friendly design, which simply emphasizes environment in design. Sustainable fashion design takes
environmental impacts into consideration in the product development and tries to reduce environmental
impacts across the product life cycle: from product planning to the end of product life. The purpose of
this study is to define what sustainable fashion design is; to suggest good examples of realistic and
executable designs and to establish a system that will induce active participation from consumer,
Sustainable fashion design includes the followings, First, it uses eco-friendly materials such as natural fiber,
recyclable fiber and biodegradable fiber. Secondly, sustainable design implies eco-friendly, recyclable
design, which reuses and reforms. It minimizes fabric waste during cutting; promotes slow fashion which
is of high quality, hand crafted products that is made to last long; and makes products that have
multi-purpose functions, Thirdly, sustainable design actively supports design campaigns that promote
environmental awareness, spread environmental messages, and raise money for a good cause through
T-shirts with eco-friendly design and eco-bags. Lastly, fair trade product development from material

sourcing, design, to sale is a way to respect human rights of the workers,

Key words: sustainable, eco-friendly, fair trade



