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Reinterpretation of Retro in the 21st Century Fashion

- Focusing on John Galliano and Alexander McQueen’s Collections -

Kim, Young Ran

Full-time Instructor, Shoe Design Course, Dept. of Coordination Design, Hyecheon University

Abstract

The retro of fashion originates from the inclusive expression and retro-style of post-modernism, Fashion
is a fundamental way to represent a culture and has a power to reconstruct culture through visual
metaphor, Some of the elements used are gender, time, place, and occasion each of which may be
combined with one another to create a new aesthetic value, In particular, retro strongly emphasizes the
concept of time, Over time, the concept of time has been categorized into circular and straight time, and
objective and subjective time, such concept has been changing constantly contributing to new historical
perspectives as well as culture, Retro in modern fashion does rather borrows elements from earlier
fashions than repeat them, For instance, representative styles, silhouettes, and items of earlier fashions are
combined with modern materials, new technology and modern designs. In addition, traditional fabrics,
patterns, and past production techniques may be re-introduced and nostalgic decorations, hair-style, and
accessories re-appear, In this study, retro of modern fashion design is analyzed by examining the
collections of two world renowned British designers John Galliano and Alexander McQueen and their
retro trends and methods of reinterpretation, Their collections from 2000 to the present day are examined,
retro trend and its characteristics are analyzed, As a result, the 21st century retro fashion has a tendency
to run away from the present, reality, admires colorful and decorative styles, and accomplish creativity,
Retro connects the past with the present as well as the present with the future in fields of fashion, art,
culture and other industries. It reflects trends and combines and interprets designers sensibility, and
redefined retro in the 21st centry context. In other words, retro is a combination of a variety of subjects

that allow interaction and complexity.

Key words: retro, post-modernism, reinterpretation, John Galliano, Alexander McQueen



