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Abstract

This paper examines modern history of fashion illustration between 1910’s and 1920’s, Literature and
contemporary works were carefully reviewed in order to analyze the modernization of early fashion
illustration. The major findings of the modernization of early fashion illustration are as follows, Firstly,
advance in manufacturing technology and communications—for instance, pochoir technique, a kind of full
color printing stencil technique as well as magazine publishing companies starting from two albums of
Paul Poiret between 1908 and 1911 in the early 20th century—allowed illustrators to work in a liberal
environment, Secondly, the art trend of modernism and exotism—Fauvism, futurism, cubism, expressionism,
constructionism, De Stijl, and art deco—greatly affected fashion and fashion illustration. Third, revolutionary
changes of form of expression occurred: 1)Image elements instead of descriptions: adding specific
descriptions of design into illustration enabled individual uniqueness and creativity of illustrators to take
fashion illustration to the artistic level. 2)Individualized human body: human body has been depicted in
various individualized ways instead of standardized, statuesque forms. A variety of body expressions such
as artificial, oriental, long and thin in distorted and exaggerated ways, simplified, and omitted types of
faces and bodies have appeared, 3)High contrast color scheme: the harmonized strong contrast colors
resulted from the decorative arts such as futurism, De Stijl and art deco as well as art trend and exotism
as well as clear color printing of Paul Poiret technique perfectly articulated showy color sensation. 4)Clear
outlines and simple plane: rather than drawing method preferred in European painting, “simple and

articulate” method that uses clean outlines and plane colors became revolutionary,

Key words: fashion illustration, modernization
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