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A Study on T-shirt Designs using the Character ‘Pucca

Kang, Chui Jung - Kim, Jung Sook

Master, Dept. of Clothing & Fashion, Graduate School, Yeungnam University
Associate Professor, Clothing & Fashion major, School of Textiles, Yeungnam University

Abstract

Cartoon and animation characters are remarkable images that represent a modern society. Although the
characters are created in cartoons or animations, they become a popular image loved by the public.
Animated characters are visual contents that can attract people’s attention with their unique personality and
humorous familiarity, These days, they not only take center stage in the media but are also recognized as
higher value-added software. Consequently, animated characters have been used in various fashion items
and can easily be spotted in our daily lives, The Chinese animated character market has 350 million youth
customers, its license market shows 17% increase per annum, and the GDP of major cities in China
exceeds $6,500, However, Korean and Japanese characters account for 60% of all animated characters in
China, Moreover, there is no character product based on Chinese culture and spirit. Under these
circumstances, it is highly necessary to conduct a study in this field. The most popular character 'Pucca’
models a Chinese girl, even though it is made in Korea, T-shirts are especially at the center of fashion
items that can freely express various emotions or ideas. The purpose of this study is to develop T-shirts
which contain traditional Chinese beauty and ultimately satisfying the demands in China for creative
animated character products, Literary research was conducted, and visual contents were gathered and
analyzed from the Pucca homepage, other character related websites, and professional fashion websites.
The data includes 100 Pucca T-shirts from 2004 to 2009 and the significant results from analysis were
applied to the designs. The study will also be helpful when it comes to creating an animated character
product targeting the Chinese market. Using transfer printing and the Adobe Photoshop CS3 program, three

kinds of T-shirts which represent traditional Chinese beauty were produced.

Key words: animated character, Pucca, T-shirts, traditional Chinese patterns, traditional Chinese culture
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