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Changes in the Storytelling Context and Characteristics of
Fashion Magazines

- Focusing on Brands Advertisement Features in "Vogues from 1999 to 2009 -

Jang, Ji Sun’ * Kim, Min Ja

Doctoral course, Dept. of Clothing and Textiles, Seoul National University"
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Abstract

This paper is a study on "Voguey, one of the most well-known fashion magazines in fashion world, as
a medium which uses ‘storytelling as a way to communicate and promote products, Storytelling has been used
for a long time, and new light is recently being shed on the promotion strategy in human communication
as it is now used to stimulate our sensitivity in this otherwise largely technology-based, digitized world.
This paper first examines the characteristics of storytelling in fashion magazines, and then based on the
results, considers the brand advertisement features in "Voguey from 1999 to 2009 aiming to define the
change of context in the past 10 years, This paper concludes that using print media within the theme of
fashion, storytelling through fashion magazine has the complexity by adapting a story with visual aspects
and a goal of promotion, and limitations that arise because of the limited number of pages and restricted
number of cuts, The noticeable change in context of storytelling in "Voguey between 1999 and 2009 is that
2009 ads focused more on building-up more objective fiction which they aimed to use for storytelling, and
did not pay much attention to the relationship between the protagonist and others in the story but on
making the protagonist herself appear to have more prestige. Moreover, while the social status of women
in 1999 was being presented in relation to others in the picture, the women in 2009 were displayed more
like persons who are in charge, and as protagonists. Through this way of storytelling in 2009, the effect of
advertising was able to expand to all products the protagonist wore and contributed to raising the image of

the brand itself,

Key words: fashion storytelling, fashion magazine ads, storytelling, brand ads, visual storytelling
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