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A Study on Cool Mapsi, New Men’s Business Wear

Lee, Min Sun
Associate Professor, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Sangmyung University

Abstract

This study was conducted to contribute to form a dress culture that counteracts against global warming,
The Korean government started a life culture innovation movement which develops and aims to diffuse a
new type of business wear that helps the wearer adjust to the effects of global warming, The new type of
business wear is called “Cool-Mapsi,” It is environment-friendly fashion which economizes energy used for
air-conditioning, reduces green house gases and enhances our health, A person can endure an indoor
temperature 2°C higher than usual simply by wearing an open neck “Cool-Mapsi” shirt, which would reduce
carbon dioxide emissions from air-conditioning by 1,600~2,900,000 tons and save 300 billion Korean won
each year, The basic direction for “Cool-Mapsi” design is to use eco-high technology. High-tech materials to
counteract to the effects of global warming are being developed. Casual business wear with an open neck
helps to lower body temperature. “Cool-Mapsi® can only be activated by solving industrial, living and
cultural problems. In other words, methods of improving environment-friendly factors need to be extracted
and applied when developing high technology materials, diverse open form designs and a product-
transport-consumer-disposal system, We also need to enhance our adaptability to climates by exposing
ourselves to high temperatures in everyday life, and there is a need for conversion of aesthetic ideas, too.
We need to recognize that the history of business wear is a rather short period in the history of dress, and

create a new aesthetic for business wear that considers the effects of global warming,

Key words: “Cool-Mapsi’, global warming, industry, life, culture
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