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A Study on the Colors Worn by Michelle Obama

- From a Fashion Political Viewpoint -

Han, Jee Eun’ + Jung, Sung Hye

Doctoral course, Dept. of Fashion Design & Textiles, Inha University"
Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design & Textiles, Inha University

Abstract

In the current age of media, the style and appearance of politicians is a part of their political
strategies. Politicians represent their tendencies and ideologies with their styles. In addition, their style
and image also became important in politics. Michelle Obama, the first lady of the United States, was
selected in this study, and the colors used in her fashion choices were analyzed using NCS(the Natural
Color System). FEighty-three articles were extracted for research from the web from June 1, 2007 to
November 30, 2010 and divided into three main situations; during the election campaign, and forums in
the United States and abroad. The colors shown in the pictures were divided into main color, assisting
color and stress color by fashion experts and the colors were measured in a vivid tone, During the
election campaign, the main colors worn by Michelle Obama showed high R and RB affiliations, which
symbolized conservatives and the Democratic Party. For diplomatic occasions, the colors worn had a Y
affiliation and signified hope and change. For domestic ceremonies, R and B affiliations were specially
observed, These colors tend to mean conservativeness, In conclusion, Michelle Obama’s fashion style is
related to her political orientation. The colors aim to express something, and her choices in fashion

style are made considering the characteristics of political events,

Key words: Michelle Obama, fashion politics, color, NCS
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