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A Study on Application of the Aesthetic Characteristics
of Korean Folk Paintings in Fashion Design

Song, Hye Ryeon' * Kim, Hye Kyung

Lecturer, Dept. of Fashion Design, Dongduk Women’s University
Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Dongduk Women’s University

Abstract

In modern fashion design, new forms of expression and creative development for distinctive beauty are
essential to pursuing global conception of culture and fashion in a local region. In the twenty-first century, the
age of globalization and information, Korean traditional culture can also guarantee its international
competitiveness only when customers in other cultural regions recognize it as a universal beauty. Korean folk
paintings created and developed by ordinary people include various symbolic meanings and aspirations as well
as the spirit of our people. The splendid colors and formative art figures in folk paintings can compete in the
international fashion market when combined with the art form of fashion design. This study is aimed at finding
the common aesthetic characteristics of folk art, regarded as a symbolic painting of our national emotion and
people’s lives created by capitalism and consumer culture, This study is also aimed at applying folk paintings to
fashion design by transforming and reforming folk paintings to have a more modern perspective. Therefore, this
study is significant in that it will contribute to globalization of traditional beauty of Korea and creating unique
modem fashion designs that represent Korean national emotions and sentiments. Folk paintings were analyzed
focusing on artists who transformed folk art to modern art and empirical analysis was conducted on designs
applying folk art. Designs presented in collections from 2000 to 2011 collections were analyzed as cases of
moderm fashion design applying folk art, Four pieces of modern fashion design were produced fully utilizing the
advantages and properties of folk art motifs based on the common aesthetic characteristics of folk, and based on

formative analysis of the intention of creation, motifs, colors, materials and techniques of folk paintings.

Key words: Korean folk paintings, aesthetic characteristics, fashion design
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