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A Study on Fashion Design Applying the Formative Beauty of

Ethnic Costumes of Asia

Lee, Jae Jung * Kim, Youn Hee" - Son, Min Joo

Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Kookmin University
Concurrent Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Kookmin University "
Master’s course, Dept. of Fashion Design, Graduate School of Techno Design, Kookmin University

Abstract

In the 20" century, Asia started to stand out as an important position historically in terms of politics
and the economy, and Asian style surfaced as one of the cultural trends that leads global culture as it
combines with cultural factors such as modernism, The purpose of this study is to aid planning of a
product that reflects a mixed form of costume history of Asia by developing a design based on the
formative characteristics of ethnic costumes of the Asian region which can be applied to contemporary
fashion, Theoretical examination and analysis was conducted on cases of Asian style presented in
contemporary fashion since the year 2000 and through precedent studies and literature about ethnic
costumes of Asia from the end of the 16" century to 19" century, The results show that the formative
characteristics of ethnic costume of the Asian region that can be applied to contemporary fashion are as
follows: first, a plaintive planar characteristic of a linear silhouette, second, organic rhythmical beauty,
third, variability of form, and fourth, symbolic expression of external elements, 10 types of designs that
applied ethnic costumes of Asia were developed through formative approaches based on the four
formative characteristics above. The conclusion of this study of fashion design production that applies
ethnic costumes of the Asian region to contemporary fashion is as follows: First, the formative beauty
of space implemented through a planar straight line is utilized as a sculptural element of contemporary
fashion while simultaneously highlighting the features of Asian tradition, and thus offers limitless
potential when re-interpreted to a contemporary perspective, Second, the free adjustment in the ethnic
costumes of Asia is a way of expressing diverse asymmetric beauties, and if expressed properly with
the use of elements such as proportion, balance and motion from a contemporary perspective, presents
limitless potential. Third, designs developed through modification of base line on a non-structural plane

can be re-organized in a contemporary sense, and can accommodate extensive themes of fashions.

Key words: Asia, ethnic costume, plaintive planar characteristic, organic rthythmical beauty, variability of form
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