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Machoism Expressed by Popular Korean Boy Bands

Byun, Zee Hyun ‘- Ko, Hyun Zin+
Doctoral Course, Dept of clothing & textile, Graduate School of Konkuk University
Associate Professor, Dept of clothing & textile, Konkuk University"

Abstract

This research places importance on considering a more accurate concept and distinguishing marks of
‘machoism,” which is an issue lately, but has insufficient precedent studies. As for the sphere of the
empirical study method, 10 popular boy bands, or “idols,” as they are referred to in Korea, exposed
often through TV broadcasting and music charts were chosen as the subjects of the study; the study
examined the period from 2009.01 to 2011.12, when the new word term “idol” surfaced and became
popular. The fashion characteristics of the 10 bands, their album covers, music videos, and screens
captured from music programs were analyzed as groundwork, 30 photos representing each group
image that expresses machoism were finally selected. General image, fashion, hair and makeup were
analyzed from the photos.

As the result of studying the identifying marks of machoism fashion, 3 types of machoism were
classified; named as machoism that emphasizes a funk-rock tendency, machoism that emphasizes
sexuality, and machoism that emphasizes physical exposure.

The common expression of machoism in domestic boy bands was emphasis of masculine body

shape and smoky make-up.

Key words : idol, men's fashion, men's beauty, machoism
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