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Types of Superhero Looks Expressed in Fashion in the 2000s

Ham, Youn Ja

Associate Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Dongeui University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to consider the aesthetic characteristics of different types of superhero
looks expressed in fashion in the 2000s. As for the research methodology, to classify types of
superhero looks, theoretical study on superhero movies and case analysis of superhero movie costumes
were undertaken, The results of this study can be summarized as follows. Superhero movie costumes
have applied three types of superhero looks from high fashion, First, the fetish look applies the
conception of the idealized body of the superhero through an hourglass silhouette bodysuit, corset,
high glossy leather, sequins and metallic material. Second, the power look presents traditional men's
power through simple functional outfits, geometric dress, and slick surfaces with details from superhero
uniforms such as a cape or oversized belt. Third, the kitsch look uses various symbols and signs on a

superhero’s uniform with a ‘fun’ code,

Key words: superhero look, fetish look, power look, kitsch look
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