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A Study on Structural Design in Sandra Backlund Collections

Choi, Kyung Hee

Associate Professor, Dept. of Fashion design, Honam University

Abstract

This study examined the features of structural design expressed in the knitwear of Sandra Backlund,
who is developing her own unique product with a creative experimenting spirit in modern knit fashion,
Her pieces have an ergonomic, experimental and creative sculptural element. This research intends to
reestablish the value of the structural design features that can be found in modern fashion and provide
a basis for application to creative design development and production in the future. The concept and
features of structural design and Sandra Backlund's world were examined through related literature and
preceding studies, and her collections from 2004 S/S to 2013 S/S were analyzed, Her structural design
expressions could be categorized into repeated geometric forms, deconstruction of reproduction of the
human body through clothing structure, and exaggeration through organic combination and construction
of three-dimensional surfaces. Firstly, three-dimensional formativeness was expressed by formation and
repeat of geometric forms. Secondly, individuality expressed grotesque images as distortion of the body
and dismantlement of fabric, Thirdly, organic formativeness made exaggerated extensity through flexible
curves and simple forms of an indeterminate form. Fourthly, three-dimensional construction
development was shown through three-dimensional surfaces of handcrafted hand-knitting. Structural
design expressions, which show distorted forms caused by reinterpretation of the human body's organic

formation, have appeared since the 20th century, and has the potential for creation of new designs.

Key words: Sandra Backlund, structural design, deconstructionism, knitwear
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