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The Aesthetic Values of Desire Embodied in Modern Fashion

Jeong, Ki Sung

Associate Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Keimyung University

Abstract

This research aims to study the aesthetic value related to desire embodied in modern fashion, For
this purpose, a survey of literature and demonstrative analysis of fashion photographs were performed.
The aesthetic values drawn from the exhibition of desire in modern fashion is categorized into
narcissism, fetishism and aestheticism. First, narcissism comes from the energy of Eros, or libido, being
concentrated on one’s body, self and psychological traits, The concept includes self-love through
mirroring, object love through idealization, and regressive narcissism through the recovery of originality.
Narcissism sustains life, as it necessitates self-confidence and offers psychological stability. Second,
fetishism is interpreted as a certain sexual image coming from the clothing. In a consumption-oriented
society, an obsession with luxury or designer brands is defined as materialistic fetishism. Fetishism
sustains fashion change, as it differentiates clothing items and sophisticates styles. Third, aestheticism is
an expression through clothing of the idealization toward creative desires, The pursuit of beauty of the
era unites individuals and members of society, stabilizing the “vogue.,” Meanwhile, the pursuit of
absolute beauty is about creativity or the aesthetic taste of designers and consumers, which
differentiates individuals, Aestheticism sustains creativity, as it brings sustainability to changes in fashion,
The aesthetic values of narcissism, fetishism and aestheticism lies in the quest of ideals to satisty desires

for instinct, power and creativity, which appears to be a circular structure,

Key words: desire, narcissism, fetishism, aestheticism
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