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A Study of Symbolism expressed in Typography Fashion

Huh, Jung Sun’ - Ro, Mi kyung

Professor, Dept. of Textile Engineering & Fashion Design, Kyungpook National University
Concurrent Professor, Dept. of Fashion & Industry, Incheon National University

Abstract

This study sees modern fashion from the viewpoint of typography which is a representative visual
delivery system of communication. It will study the cases showing how the letters and languages
expressed in contemporary fashion and art wear are represented. Through this case study, the intention
is to classify the patterns according to the functions, and to examine the internal meanings and symbols
of the patterns. The text is rendered and socialized - or, in this instance, offered as a sign for
non-socialization - in its contemporary fashion and art wear version; solitary letter is an agent of
denunciation that serves as public notice, Language negotiates our personal expression and the
conventions of common understanding, and clothing is woven of like cloth and convention. The
symbolical properties of typography which were examined through the analysis of its patterns above
are as follows, It allows designers to create unlimited meanings, free from the functions and roles that
identity should be expressed, and contemporary fashion and art wear should be worn; it works as a
means to criticize modern society that is full of the loss of humanity, uniformity, and materialism; it
metaphorically parodies social and cultural situations while reminding modern day people of the
problems, such as one-time use, enjoyment, and entertainment. Through this study, it was found that
typography fashion makes diverse communication possible, depending on how the meanings of the

contents, which are expressed in contemporary fashion and art wear, are interpreted,

Key words: typography, contemporary fashion, art wear
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