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An Analysis on E Suktae’s Designs from an Aesthetical Perspective
- Focusing on Collections from 2011 S/S to 2013 S/S -

Lee, Min Sun

Professor, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Sangmyung University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore fashion that is being recognized as a new area of the
Korean Wave after TV dramas, K-pop and movies, Studying and publicizing the art world of rising
Korean designers is becoming a necessary task for the development of Korean fashion, The object of
this research is to establish the status of Korean fashion and use the research as overseas promotional
material by thoroughly analyzing the works of Korean designers on the grounds of in-depth interviews
with the designers and aesthetical theories, KAAL E Suk-Tae, a designer cutting a conspicuous figure in
the global market, was selected among other Korean designers for the research. E Suk-Tae's aesthetics
show structural avant-garde. Structural avant-garde can be effectively explained by integrating formalism,
cubism, and constructivism, The birth of structural avant-garde goes through the following 3 stages.
First, defamiliarization proceeding from formalism. By erasing the signified of the daily objects and
concentrating on the significant, the designer breaks away from the stereotype of the object and
converts our way of thinking. Second, thorough observation through diverse perspectives like the
cubistic point of view, and reverting the object into many geometric pieces. The form of lines made by
the significant, which is without the signified, leads to a whole new world. Third, objects converted
into cubistic pieces are reconstructed in the correlations between form, volume, and material by

following the principles of constructivism,

Key words: structural avant-garde, formalism, cubism, constructivism
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