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The Study on ObangGan Colors of the Clothing of
the Joseon Dynasty

Yean, Mun Hee
Concurrent Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Chung-Ang University

Abstract

Since the color that is applied in the traditional costume symbolizes the aesthetic consciousness of the
nationality and the view of the world, I want to study about the beauty of the traditional color through the
clothing of the Joseon Dynasty. The colors used in the clothing of the Joseon dynasty consist of green, scarlet,
deep blue, purple, sulfurous yellow, which were called obanggan colors. The green color represents a court suit
that was used in Wonsam, Dangui, Danryeong and etc. For civilian clothes, the color was used in Jeogori and the
skirt of female shaman. The scarlet color was used in court dresses such as Wonsam, Gonryoungpo, military
uniform and Cheonui. Also, the color was widely used in the spinster’s skirt. The deep blue color was favored for
its symbolic color for Korean unity. The purple color was used in Wonsam, Dangui and etc. In addition, it was
usually used for small parts of Korean traditional clothing. Lastly, the sulfurous yellow color was used in Dangui
for nobles and for Korean traditional jacket for civilians. In the aesthetic beauty of obanggan colors, four
characteristics could be found. First, thanks to lyrically geographical conditions and natural dyeing, nature friendly
purity could be found. Second, obanggan colors represented the desire for a good omen, by distinguishing the
colors according to the social position class. Third, obanggan colors included the inherent meaning of gender in
Yin-yang & five elements of the universe and Confucianism. Fourth, obanggan colors showed the feature of union
and mediation of color balance and harmony. Through the five cardinal colors in clothing of the Joseon dynasty,
I hope that the diverse color planning will be done in the modem fashion industry and further enrich Korean
identities.

Key word: obanggan color, yin-yang & five elements of the universe, Korean traditional color, traditional costume
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