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A Study on the Future Clothing Trend in Korea
- Based on the Future Research by 2040 -
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Abstract

In the rapidly changing world of modern society, research on the future with a conspicuous and long-term perspective
in the field of clothing is essential. The starting point of this future study is to begin with an insight into how the
future society will change over the medium and long-term perspective. In this study, various megatrends that can
be expected in the future society predicted by future forecasting experts are discussed before the medium and long-term
forecasts of the clothing sector. Then, I derived differentiated trends that are specific to the situation in Korea. The
key elements of the trends of Korea are categorized and analyzed in terms of STEEP(social, technical, economic,
ecological, political). The results of the study are as follows. First, Korea’s future trends are largely divided into
these categories including: ‘aging society’ from the social perspective, ‘development of IT(information technology)
/BT(bio technology)/NT(nano technology)’ from the technical perspective, ‘climate change and resource depletion’,
‘relaxation of inter-Korean conflict’ from the economic and political perspective. Second, the future clothing trend
of Korea appears as ‘silver generation center’, ‘combination of IT/BT/NT and clothes’, ‘combination of 3D technology
and clothing’ and an ‘environment-friendly and resource-saving trend’. Third, the future trends and the various social
phenomena resulting from them have interrelationship with clothing. From a macroscopic point of view, the change
of the future clothing was mainly made up of clothing based on state-of-the-art science and technology including
IT, and its purpose and function varied. This tendency suggests that the convergence of technology and clothing is
the key of the future clothing and fashion industries in the medium long-term perspective. Therefore, future clothing
and apparel industry can respond more efficiently and swiftly to the future situation with strategies and alternatives

through mid to long-term forecasting.

Key words : future forecast, future trend, future clothing trend, future trend in Korea
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