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A Study on Women’s Costumes in the Film ‘Legend of the
Demon Cat’ from Golden Times of Tang Dynasty
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Abstract

Tang Dynasty is an important period of the Chinese long history. High Tang is the prime of the Tang Dynasty
and the golden age of a stable society with developed economy, prosperity and cultural exchange. The film, ‘Legend
Of The Demon Cat’, released in China, 2017, well restored the richness of the Tang Dynasty. It was an open social
atmosphere, the pluralized cultural environment of the time, and it showed thriving Tang through the Great Lantern
Festival, recreating the splendor of the diverse culture at the time. In this study, the costumes of four female
characters of ‘Legend Of The Demon Cat’, were examined to find out the representative women’s costumes of the
period. Those four characters are Yang Guifei, Chungin, Huji and Shinv. Based on the movie, internal and external
meanings were derived through analysis of three types of Yu:Gun, Ruqun dress, and women wearing men’s attire.
Based on historical materials of the time and precedent studies, the images of 4 women characters’ costumes from
the movie were compared and analyzed. Firstly, the Yu-Gun has beautiful patterns and noble colors, which means
the status of different classes, such as imperial or noble. Particularly the Yu-gun worn by Yang Guifei and Chungin,
with open shoulder neck line called Mooryung, indicates the embracing open society to western culture. Secondly
Western-influenced Hobok worn by Huji, an official dancer, represents that society was open to foreign cultures.
Thirdly, the efforts were made to improve women’s social participations and status, and it was proven with court
ladies in men’s Wonryungpo(gown). The study will be helpful to understand the Chinese dress from the High Tang
dynasty through the film, and it may be utilized as sources for modern fashion in the future.

Key words : the golden times of Tang Dynasty, Legend of the Demon Cat, Yu-Gun, Hobok, Wonryungpo
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