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Abstract

This study focuses on the ‘Japanese fashion’ of the 1980’s when it was in the global limelight. At the time, Japanese
fashion asked a question of what the beauty of fashion design is and whether it has the universal value along with
the fashion trend moving from the West to East. Based on the fact that Japan used innovative textiles to present
new perspectives and definitions of fashion, textile samples developed in Japan in the 1980’s were analyzed. The
purpose of the study was to understand the essence of textile innovation by classifying the formativeness of textiles
based on its components and properties. The study used 267 textiles out of 280, which won in 1982 and 1983 from
the ‘National Fiber Contest, Trial Good Production and Cooperation Exhibition’, a contest hosted by fiber research
institutes from different regions of Japan. Through the textile cases from the early 1980’s, formative characteristics
of textiles used in Japanese fashion at that time were understood. The study results show, first, after classifying textiles
in 1982 and 1983 into ‘thread’, ‘structure’ and ‘postprocessing’ components, it was shown in common that textile
from thread research was 61.8% and 56.55% respectively, indicating the most important element of making new textile
was yamn. Second, through analyzing three property elements of ‘design’, ‘texture’ and ‘function’, ‘texture’ in textile
of 1982 and 1983 occupied highest proportion of 48.5% and 49.6% indicating the most research was conducted to
create new texture. Above results suggest that the most essential formativeness of 1980’s Japanese fashion textile
is texture. This is different from print textile which was the most popular in the 1970’s. This confirms that the task
of the time was to design new texture by designing new thread, going further than attempting to make visual changes

with pattern or color.

Key words : fashion textile, Japanese fashion, texture, thread
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