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Table 1. Similarity of Korean folk painting and pop art.
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Table 2. Fashion design based for similarity of Korean folk painting and pop art.
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Abstract

Modem fashion, which has to meet the consumer needs in various cultures, requires different ways of thinking
and creative development to express differentiated beauty in a new form. Korean traditional culture can guarantee
its international competitiveness only when the customers in other cultural regions recognize it as an universal beauty.
Korean folk painting is the art of ordinary people. It has been created and developed by ordinary people with various
symbolic meanings and their aspirations as well as their whole spirits. The splendid colors and formative art figures
in Korean folk painting are valuable to challenge the world fashion market when applied on clothes and recreated
as differentiated new beauty. Pop art is the popular art which has been created by capitalist society with culture of
consumption and a variety of images from popular culture. It made a new perspective of art possible by leveraging
our life style of mass production and mass consumption and came very close to our real life by creating art with
materials of everyday life. Today, some artists are trying to combine Korean folk painting and pop art by putting
pop art elements onto Korean folk painting. The combination of Korean folk painting and pop art is the work that
expresses the aesthetic characteristics of our traditional culture and succeeds to our traditional sentiment with high
quality product image in line with customer’s high sensitivity in this multinational age. This study is aimed at finding
the similarities of aesthetic characteristics between folk arts, regarded as a symbolic painting of our national emotion
and lives, and pop arts, created by capitalism and consumer culture. Based on the similarities, this study can also
be a comerstone of research to apply the folk painting with a modern perspective, reform the folk painting like pop
arts and find the way of expressing Korean image on fashion design. Furthermore, this study is meaningful in that
it shows creative and modern possibility of Korean traditional beauty and lets the world know the possibility as well
as it presents the direction for the development of differentiated fashion design. The research method is based on
related references, previous studies, pictures, painting, art catalogue and internet data. And the similarities between
folk painting and pop art are drawn up with the criteria of popularity, symbolism, humor and practicality. Based on
those criteria, four fashion design works were created by the author to present the real cases that make use of the

elements of similarities.

Key words : Korean folk painting and pop art, popularity, symbolism, humor, practicality



