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Figure 1. Nike Dunk Low.
From StockX. (2021).
https://www.stockx.com

Figure 4. Old Skool.
From Vans. (n.d.).
https://www.vans.co.kr
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Figure 2. Jordan 1 Mid Light
Smoke Grey.
From StockX. (2020).
https://www.stockx.com

Figure 3. Nike Air Max 97
0G SP Puerto Rico.
From Outofstock. (2021).
https://www.outofstock.co.kr

Figure 5. Chuck 70 Vintage Canvas.
From Converse. (n.d.).
https://www.converse.com
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Figure 6. Jordan 1 Retro Chicago. Figure 7. Jordan 1 Retro High Figure 8. Nike Air Force 1 Low G-Dragon
From StockX. (2015). Bred Banned. Peaceminusone Para-Noise Korea Exclusive.
https://www.stockx.com From StockX. (2016). From Qutofstock. (2019).
https://www.stockx.com https://www.outofstock.co.kr
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Abstract

Sneakers, which appeared at the end of the 19th century, were influenced by hip-hop and basketball culture and
highlighted in terms of the aesthetic value rather than practicality and functionality that existing sneakers focused
on. And they have become popularized as a fashion item representing a street style. As a result, sneakerhead, a sneaker
maniac, appeared and began to form a group of their own. They have been building a sneaker fandom, showing
unique characteristics according to the socio-cultural flow of each era up to the present. Their main collection includes
retro-style sneakers which offer nostalgia for icons of the past. Even the Millennials and Gen Z sneakerheads sympathize
with the value of these retro archives, even though they do not have direct experience with the background of retro-style
sneakers. Accordingly, this study aims to analyze the characteristics of consumption and perceptions of Millennials
and Gen Z sneakerheads by examining their collection behavior about sneakers including retro-style sneakers. The
theoretical background was examined through previous studies related to retro style, Millennials and Gen Z, and sneakers,
and an in-depth interview with Millennials and Gen Z sneakerheads was conducted using a semi-structured questionnaire.
As a result of the study, it was identified that Millennials and Gen Z sneakerheads value expression of taste for
hip-hop and street style, formation of cultural solidarity, and individuality or conspicuous expression through pursuit
of scarcity. In addition, it was recognized that the consumption of sneakers has meanings as a means of identity
expression, a playful experience through the sneaker consumption method, and economic value, and that retro style

sneakers have meaning such as continuous value, brand legitimacy recognition, and cultural capital.

Key words : Millennials and Gen Z, sneakerheads, sneakers, retro style sneakers
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