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A Study on the Development of Clothes for the Visually Impaired
— Focusing on the Multi—functional Design —

Dept. Faghion Design, Kookmm Univ.,, Kim Kyung-A
Prof. Dept. Fashion Design, Kockmin Univ., Park Sun-Kyung

Because the visually handicapped are born without any physical abnormalities, no
research has been conducted in designing differential clothes for those with the
disability. With the visually handicapped as test subjects, the purpose of the study
is to present functional and appealing designs in apparel by taking into
consideration their preference and needs in apparel.

For the purpose of the study, first, in order to establish a means for technological
design, Smart Design was evaluated, and determined how Smart Design can be
applied in the design of apparel for the blind. Second, the existing garments for the
blind were examined to deduce an effective design.

Therefore, in this study, three categories of apparel that can satisfy their requests
and offer convenience to their lifestyle are presented.

First is a smart design through which information can be accessed for an increased
level of convenience. Second is a protective garment that can protect the blind
from phyvsical injuries. The third design is of a multi functional garment that can
simultaneously perform multiple tasks.

The three concepts for design above were applied in creating a total of 6 designs.
Of these designs, two designs received most enthusiastically by the visually
handicapped were produced and their effectiveness was evaluated through an
experiment and the results were closely examined.

The conclusion reached in this study for designing for the visually challenged are
as follows. Functional need can be satisfied through apparel that can provide basic
information that is also capable of applying new technology. Aesthetical needs can

be satisfied through the use of bright colors so that they are not left unnoticed.

Key Word : Apparel Design, Visually Handicapped, Smart Design, Multi-functional
Apparel



