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A Comparative Study on the Rhythmic Characteristics of Stripes
of Korean and Japanese Folk Costumes

Kim, Hye Soo

Full time Lecturer, Dept. of Traditional Korean Costume, Baewha Women’s University

Abstract

The goals of this study are to compare rhythmic characteristics of stripes used in Korean and
Japanese traditional clothes (i.e. the hanbok and kimono), to identify similarities and differences in the
rhythmic characteristics, and to establish the unique identity of traditional Korean clothes based on the
results of this study. For the hanbok, stripes were mainly used in the sleeves of the saikdong jeogori
for women, but for the kimono, western style stripes were used for entire outfits for both men and
women, The stripes of both Korea and Japan consist of straight lines with vertical or horizontal
direction., However, the stripes of the saikdong have a jaunty and rhythmical image because the short
straight lines are used in the sleeves. The stripes in kimonos consist of vertical lines on the entire
fabric so that changing rhythmical and elegant images are expressed. In terms of color, the traditional
obansaek with vivid tones is utilized only for the wonsam and hwalot, but pale, light, and bright tones
are widely used for the saikdong. For striped kimonos, colors with dark or middle tone have
continuously been used and express the image of dignity and simplicity. Most stripes of the saikdong
are classified as temporal rhythm, but all kimono stripes are temporal rhythm, Free rhythm is a
dominant rhythm pattern for traditional saikdong stripes. The traditional saikdong expresses a free
thythm with a balanced pace and colorful tones, but the modern saikdong has a free rhythm with
more bright and jaunty images with irregular paces and pale, light, and bright tones. The kimono's
traditional stripes have their own symbolic image patterned by simply repeating the traditional regular
repetition rhythm. Simple repetition rhythms with two beats especially express an image of simplicity

using a moderate pace and contrast,

Key words: folk costume, stripes, rhythm, saikdong, kimono, hanbok, temporal rhythm, free rhythm,

regular repetition rhythm
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