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A Study on the Aesthetic Characteristics of Characters’ Make-up
in Cirque du Soleil

Kim, Eun Jung + Kwak, Tai Gi'

Doctoral course, Dept. of Fashion Design, Sejong University
Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design, Sejong University”

Abstract

The aim of this study is to look into the aesthetic characteristics of characters’ make-up in “Cirque
du Soleil,” which is a big change from the existing circus, “Cirque du Soleil” is a sort of storytelling
performance in which free expressions of innovation in artistic value, human beings emotions and
rational senses are used through a pantomime by introducing a form of drama together with
cutting-edge technology. The performance, which is developed in the form of pantomime, is a new
form of performance mode which expands the artistry of acrobatics and the realm of circus expressions
through fusion with other genres of art like theatric art, dance, costume design, lighting, music and
make-up. The characters in such performing arts expose their personality and identity through
performance make-up and convey their emotions to the audience, “Cirque du Soleil”, uses performance
make-up as a communication tool which helps audiences understand a character in a play, a dramatic
situation, and description of characters, together with costume, and also enhances the artistic value in
performing art, This study, throughout its research, was able to perceive that the make-up in “Cirque
du Soleil” provides an element of surprise as its escapes from reality; and the sporty, theatric character
make-up, which evokes disillusion, gives an unusual sense of beauty; its display of infinite imagination
and avant garde image give a visual shock, and the make-up leads audiences into an aesthetic
experience by creating visual art using a new mystique of an new cultural code. As for the research
scope, this study, with focus on worldwide award-winning works, selected and analyzed of a total of

7 works,

Key words: aesthetic characteristics, circus art, Cirque du Soleil, characters’ make-up
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