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Panofsky’s Iconological Interpretation

of Renaissance Dress

Lee, Eun Ji
Lecturer, Dept. of Fashion Design, Dongduk Women’s University

Abstract

Renaissance humanism has submerged deeply into many areas of the arts and led to iconological
interpretations which has imposed sophisticated Zeitgeist and the intellectual landscape of philosophy to
Renaissance dress. This gives us a useful point of view for interpreting the intrinsic meaning and
symbolic value of Renaissance dress, Fashion was closely linked to the magnificent courtly display of
royal authority from the beginning of the modern Renaissance. Renaissance dress was particularly
interpreted from a neoplatonic perspective as the essential first step on the path to divinity and can be
seen as manifestations of the neoplatonic concept of ideal external beauty linked to inner virtues, From
this perspectve, the lavish exterior of Renaissance dress had distinguishing and revolutionary features in
accordance with other areas of the arts and social phenomena. The purpose of this study is to analyze
and interpret the intrinsic meanings and symbolic value of Renaissance dress through Panofsky's
iconogical interpretation based on social and cultural symptoms and artistic features which reflect the
Zeitgeist. On the basis of argumentative demonstration, this paper will offer and propose one of the

sublime aesthetic values of dress through Panofsky’s details,

Key words: Renaissance dress, humanism, intrinsic meaning of dress, iconogical interpretation and

analysis
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