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Abstract

Focusing on diffusion of eco-friendly consumption, this study investigated recycling and disposal of
unused clothes by women. 234 women were surveyed from November 2012 to January 2013, Women
were found to have over 7 pieces of T-shirts, trousers, drawers, and socks, 5~6 pieces of skirts,
sweaters, and jackets, and less than 4 pieces of outerwear, Women purchasing over 20% of their total
clothes impulsively tended to have more clothes, Those in their twenties and students had more casual
wear, but those in their thirties or over had more formal suits, The pieces worn were usually one to
two less than those in possession, but it became three less in case there were more pieces in
possession, This means the number of unused clothes increased. The disposal amount of more
possessed items were 2 to 2.5 pieces, 1 was for less possessed items. Those in their forties and office
workers disposed more. The unused old clothes were recycled a lot, but 20 to 30 percent of them still
remained in the closet. Especially, students and a group less aware of the environmental pollution from
clothing kept more unused clothes. The problem was that about 10% of women kept clothes because
of not knowing the how to dispose them, while most of them kept them because of their value or
because they were waiting for a trend revival, 69.1% of women had a positive attitude toward old
clothes in good condition but they had a lower intention to mend them to reuse, Moreover, practical
experiences of reusing them were extremely low, It meant that the attitude did not activate to re-wear
or reduce disposal. Women disposed of old clothes in the past 5 to 8 years because of their old
fashioned design and changes in personal taste. They disposed easily of clothes that were purchased
impulsively. Therefore eco-friendly consumption is important as much as environment consciousness,

and there is a need for education and a social strategy to diffuse it.

Key words: unused clothes, recycling, reasons for disposal, women's clothes, amount of clothes
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