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A Study on First Generation Korean Fashion Designer, Nora Noh

- Focus on the Characteristics of Nora Noh’s Fashion Shows
and Designs from the 1950s to the 1990s -

Park, Shin Mi
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Andong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the characteristics of the fashion shows and designs of Nora
Noh, a first generation Korean fashion designer, from the 1950s to the 1990s. The research also
examines aspects of the development of Korean fashion design by highlighting Nora Noh’s fashion, The
specific research questions are; What are the important features in Nora Noh’s fashion shows and
designs from the 1950s to the 1990s? What are the characteristics exhibited in each decade of Nora
Noh’s designs and what are the works that affected fashion and modern history of Korea in the mid to
late twentieth century? The researchers deployed a qualitative research method providing a systematic
review of the previous studies by analyzing content as well as oral statement interviews and a case
study of Nora Noh. The positive research method was also included, Twenty-five Nora Noh fashion
collections were analyzed by the leaflets possessed by Nora Noh and printed media such as
newspapers, program sheets and fashion magazines. The results show that the characteristics of Nora
Noh’s designs are: A ‘mixed style era’ for the 1950s, an ‘established style era’ for the 1960s, a ‘design
differentiation era’ for the 1970s, a ‘fabric and print characterizing era’ for the 1980s, and a ‘returned
classic line era’ for the 1990s. To sum up, Nora Noh is one of the first generation Korean fashion

designers who led the Korean fashion system and trends in the mid to late twentieth century.

Key words: Nora Noh, the characteristics of fashion show and design, first generation Korean fashion

designer, Korean modern fashion history
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