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A Study on the Designs of Glasses and Glasses Cases in the Era
of the Joseon Dynasty

Yun, Eul Yo
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Fashion, Graduate School of Professional Fashion, Dongduk Women’s University

Abstract

Nowadays, the glasses have been settled down, more than a medical instrument to supplement the
physical defect or indisposition, as one of the necessaries of life for well-being and furthermore as one
of the indispensible small pieces for fashion in our life styles. This study is focussing on the designs of
the glasses and the glasses cases in the era of Joseon Dysnasty when the glasses were for the first time
introduced in the country, and pursuing the current of the day when is taking a growing interest in

!

‘Hallyu', it is deemed to be a good way for us to upgrade the value of ‘Hallyu’ brand by developing
the trailblazing designs of the spectacles in which our traditional patterns are added and establishing
the original forms of ourselves, Accordingly, this study aims to the contemplation on the glasses and
the glasses cases and also to the characteristics of the structures and designs of the glasses and the
glasses cases in the era of Joseon Dynasty. This research was conducted on the base of documents,
including professionalized books on the glasses, embroidery, and traditional technologies both domestic
and abroad. And the periodicals, the data of many museums, and online data were consulted in this
research, as well. The glasses and glasses cases in Joseon Dynasty had been diversified, functionalized,
and become decorative according as the global trend had changed, even though they had still been
based on Confucianism, This paper found that in the beginning the glasses design was mainly made
from a medical perspective and was planned in consideration of various wearing modes, but as its
function changed from a medical instrument to a decorative one, change of the recognition,
convenience, stability and decorativeness were taken into account in the design. The glasses case based
on protective function, preferential shapes of the glasses, easiness of manufacturing, creativity, and

physical properties of materials.

Key words: Glasses, glasses case, lifestyle
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