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A Comparative Study on the Costumes of Fusion Historical
Dramas Aired after 2000

- Focused on TJangheebinj, TDongyi; and "Jang Okjeongj, Living in Love, -

Kim, Ga Hyun - Chun, Jae Hoon - Ha, Ji Soo

Combined Masters’s & Doctoral Course, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Seoul National University
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the features of fusion historical dramas aired after 2000 and the changes
of the characters’ costumes, by means of comparing and analyzing the costumes worn in the dramas covering one identical
character, Jang Okjeong., one of King Sukjong’s concubines, well known as a femme fatale in the Korean history, and
one of the most frequently reinterpreted characters among historical dramas aired in Korea: in two films and seven dramas.
Among them, three works released after 2000, KBS "Jangheebin;(2002), MBC "Dongyis(2010), and SBS "Jang Okjeong,
living in love;(2013), were chosen for this study. In order to find out the features and differences, the three dramas were
viewed and captured, and then the captured scenes were analyzed. The results of this study are as follows. Above all,
costumes of fusion historical dramas after 2010 were much different from those in the early 2000s. Also, as the character
Jang Okjeong undergoes diverse changes in social status, and in her characteristic and situation as well, “Dongyis and
TJang Okjeong, living in love; reveal a tendency to show these changes through the designs of their costumes. The term
of “fusion” shows an attempt for diversify and modernization of traditional costumes of historical dramas. Controversies
in the historical research would be inevitable, but they have great significances in that they add modem aesthetics of
viewers to the historical works, at the same time, in that they help viewers understand the traits of the characters and
their situations through their costumes.

Keyword : fusion historical dramas, costumes of historical dramas, Jangheebin, Dongyi, Jang Okjeong_Living in Love
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