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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the influences of performance outcomes, oral persuasion, vicarious
experience, and physiological feedback on fashion design and merchandising students’ creativity and ethical fashion
design self-efficacy, based on Bandura’s theory. In order to foster both creativity and ethics among apparel design
and merchandising students in higher education, it is essential to encourage students to have sufficiently high self-efficacy
to make sound ethical decisions while actively pursuing their creative processes. South Korean college students majoring
in fashion design and merchandising from ten different universities were surveyed through an online survey website.
A total of 174 questionnaires were collected. Stepwise regression was used to analyze the data. On the first stage,
creativity and ethical fashion design self-efficacy was regressed on performance outcomes, oral persuasion, vicarious
experience, and physiological feedback. On the second stage, the dependent variable was regressed on demographic
characteristics including age, gender, residence, and subjective social status in addition to the four precedent variables
entered on the first stage. The results showed that performance outcomes and vicarious experience are positively correlated
with self-efficacy and physiological feedback is negatively correlated with self-efficacy, even when the effects of
demographic characteristics were controlled for. Among the demographic variables that were added on the second
stage, only gender had significantly positive relationship with self-efficacy. Specifically, men showed higher creativity
and ethical fashion design self-efficacy than women. Educational implications were suggested based on the results

for the educators at a higher education level.

Keyword : fashion design originality, self-efficacy, performance outcomes, oral persuasion, vicarious experience,

physiological feedback
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