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Abstract

Recently, the new Hanbok has transformed into a cultural trend among the younger generation, including K-pop
stars, offering a blend of modern design and traditional elements that makes it suitable for everyday wear. Traditional
Hanbok has changed under the influence of the West since the modern times, and various changes in Hanbok can
be understood through the special modernization of Korea by western forces; Japanese colonial rule and subordination
to US culture. Therefore, this study analyzed modern and contemporary Hanbok culture by looking into the process
of the modernization process of Korea through the intercultural relation theory and cultural theory of non-western
colonial countries. Korea accepted western culture through Japan and had special modemization which voluntarily
copied and accepted western culture under the influence of the United States. The aspects of post coloniality within
the post modernity, in which it sought its own identity with the awareness of the subject of the modemn society,
could be identified recently in Korea that joined a globalization phenomenon. However, the current new Hanbok pursuits
diversity and modernity for the Millennials and Gen Z, centered more on the digital network, rather than resistance
and criticism. New Hanbok emphasizes present aspects as well as diversities and creates new K-Culture distanced
from traditional culture. Therefore, this study has significance in that it examined the unique modernization of Korean
Hanbok and built the foundation of modern and contemporary Hanbok research in accordance with cultural theory.

Key words : modern and contemporary, cultural theory, colonial modernity, post coloniality, Hanbok



